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.,Gordon |n “Tho Family Busmess"

‘Family Business’:
Asl I.ay}:Kvetchmg

~By HOWARD KISSEL .

Daily News Drama Cnt;c

"formed by'Ain Gordon and David Gordon (Ain

‘ness” tells the story of an old Jewxsh lady dymg

‘ grandnephew who is writing this play asitpro-

- der, a simple but oddly haunting image..

CARP TILL YOU DROP: Valda Setterﬂeld and Ain '
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THE FAMILY BUSINESS. Written, dlrected choreographed and fea
turing Ain Gordon and David Gordon. With Valda Setterﬂeld Atthe
New York Theatre Workshop. o2

I T IS HARD TO THINK OF A GENRE MORE

out of fashion than Jewish kitchen-sink dra-
ma. Among the numerous achievementsof
‘The Family Business” is that'it finds new. hf‘e in.
this seemingly outdated form. v
Written; directed, choreographe and pe
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father), and also featuring Valda Setterfield
(Davxd s wife and Ain’s mother), “Famlly Busx-

and kvetching.
~ Acertain wit comes from thlS largely seden—
tary character because she is played by David
Gordon, who made his: reputanon as an innova-
tive dancer. The only animation in the character
comes from Gordon’s voice, which’ captures the
nuances of kvetching with great precision. As
Aunt Annie yells at a succession of careglvers
the effect is funny but never caricature.” :

In caring for Annie during what is clearly her
final illness, her nephew and grandnephew s
(both played by Ain) come to grips with mortal-
ity. They realize how much of their lives have o
been devoted to doing what they were fsup=iiiie
posed to.” They flnally decide to.do what they
want. These situations.are hardly earthshaklng,
but they are inventively presented. :

Often the actors — especially Ain; as the

ceeds, and Setterfield, as his motherwho criti
cizes his writing— speak with charming self-
consciousness directly to the audience. The
theatricality is'at the end, when the dead aunt
‘speaks to her grandnephew froman upstage lad~ “le

. Despite—or perhaps because of — the fre-
quent ruptures in the fictional fabrie; the playis fa¢
absorbing, funny and ultimately tguc,hmww raoM




