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'Lost in a Fool’s Paradise

help to kick off the Serjous Fun! testi-

No MORE APPROPRIATE SHOW COULD
val of New York's Lincoln Center this

. musical of the season, The sounds of tradi-
tional Jewish klezmer music make a iovrul
noise. a breath of fresh rhvthm on the stage.
Based on a play by Nobel laureate [saac

idea of Robert Brustein. artisti¢ director of

- the Amenican Repertorv Theatre in Cam-
* bridge. Mass., which produced the show tin
- conjunction with Philadelphia’s American

Theater: A célebration of shlemiels. set to klezmer ‘

. (caretaker) for Chelm's wise men. wno are :

week than Shiemiel the First, the most-tun

of course tools. especially their jeader.

(yronam Ox (Charles Lesvin), author of such .

seniptural emendations as “God said. let
there be gehlte hsh,” Shlemel, sent out 1nto
the worla to spread the word ot Gronam s
¢lortes, gets lost and fnds himsell back in

. Chelm. which he thinks i not the Chelm
Bashevis Singer. "Shiemiel” was the bright :

but anotner one. This Einsteinian biunder
leads to a denouement in which Shlemiel.

lost in his own nome. rediscovers himself

© and his love tor Trvna,

i Musie Theater Festival), It will return to .

AR.T from Sept. 21 to Oct, 8,
Rlezmer. which stems trom the 15th cen-

Brustein's adaptation captures the flavor
of this wise, sweet and funny tale. And the

~ lyrics by Arnold Weinstein tco-librettist tor

! tury. is a kind of Jewish soul music. a ragtag

of tolk themes from Russia, Poland, Germa-
+ ny and all the bywavs of the Diaspora. It's
' had a big revival in recent vears. with

at rock venues and outstanding jazz plavers
like clarinetist Don Byron crossing over
into klezmer. A kev fieure in the revival is
Hankus Netsky. who tounded the Klezmer
Conservatory Band. which plavs Netsky's
score tor “Shlemiel” under the swinging
baton of Zalmen Mlotek. Klezmer is & per-
feet fit for Singer's 1974 play about the folk
. figure of Shlemiel and the mvthical East
i European shtet! of Chelm.

Chelm is a fool's paradise and Shiemjel
(Larry Block) is its quintessential fool —a
| nice foo] who's loved by his wise wite Trvna
{ Ruvtra (Rosalie Gerut), Shiemiel is a beadle

groups like the Klezmaties giving concerts ¢

William Bolcom's 1992 opera "McTeague ')
sound like the work of Gilbert and Sullivan
if their names had been Gelberg and Solo-

mon. As the Wise men sing; ‘ie're talking |

Chelm where aumb ts smart ' Where stuptdi-
tvs an art. .. \We put the horse behind the
cart We never meet unttl we part.

Robert israel's sets have the tanciful look

of children's drawines and Chagall paint-
ings, Director:choreograpner David Gor-
don keeps nis spirited cast bopping like a
re-shtetled Tormmy Tune, But the star is the
music. whether piaved by the rousing band,

: belted out bv Marilvn Sokol as Gronam's

. wite Yenta who hvimns her blintzes or
torched by Rosalie Gerur m a song to her

toolish beloved. “Shlemiel” pagks more
pleasure than many overblown Broadway
machines, It's positivelv klezmerizing.
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