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Conrtren CosTo—

‘First’ puts early film at center stage

B Musical about the dawn
of the movies draws parallels
0 modem tmes and
provides enlightenment
about a forgotten era
1ﬁi‘y"'sl‘azCrel.lg

STAFF WRITER
In a joyous ing of cinematie
effects and

ty, “The First

Picture Show" flickarg into ACT's

Geary Theoter as a caprivaring mu
sical that makes the medium

the

of motion, and tells forgoten tales
of the first decade or three of the
movies. It is this Style, this constandy
restiess movement, change and en-
gy, that delivers the message of
lilm’s carly years, a3 much as the
script does.

Back then, at the beginning, there
were women, plenty of them, in the,
production ead of movies, and mi-
nority film companies making
movies for their own augiences. And
there was censorship = the oppres-
sive Blanket of fear that tried to
smother the relendess onglaught of
Progress.

In short. there seems to be too

much political edge here for an -

evening’s musical entertainment.
But, entertain {t does, with “The

First Picture Show” blending an epic-

length array of rarely combined the-

atrical components 10 give the piece”

a feel that is both fresh and familinr.

Particularly fascinating is the way
authyrs Ain and David Gordon (a fa-
ther and son team) have collaborated
with composer Jeanine Tesori to

make music and song a viv and al- -

most seamless part of the show's
dramatic arc. Songs th t the
show, nearly 30 of them, are not nec-
essarily cause for dancing and lick
lines; instedd, most of the music and
lvrics are used to add depth and di-
mens:on 10 the characters, and often

tunes are performed more a3 iatro--

spective than show-Stop-
pers. This whole rethinking of mu-
sic in cheater becomes a powerful
storvtelling took :

The srylized musical pley the cre-
ative crew has taken o calling it a
playsical) revolves loosely around
the journey of documentary fim-
maker Jane Furstmann (Dinah
Lenney). who has discovered the di-
ary of her great.grandfather Louig
Fyrstmann (Evan Pappas) that tells
the tale of her Grear Aunt Anne First
(Anne Gee Byrd, ar age 99, and Ellea
Greene, s 3ges 19-38) and-her pio-
neering work in early Hollywood
movif g.

Her decision to create 3 docu-
mentary about ber grest aust. and
others whose work was lost to his-
tory (A lot of things happen,” one
character says, "and someoné @e-
cides which ones becoms history"),
launches a wild ride back and forth
through sime_ta 1o ana's in
terviews with surviving, but unrec-

bit as mnuch & part of the message 88
message itself,

DINAH LENNEY plays an
inquisitive relative whose
Qquestions and conciugions quide
tha story line.

er and Aunt
feisty. Bery and occasionally

incredible parallels between the early
years of Alm, and the early years of
the World Wide Web — the time we
are moving through right now.
mmu;houtmeshng:.‘mldmr—
acters rub shoulders with fictional cre-
ations 10 tell the storzﬂ;nd move
through the exciting early years of
film, when everything was new and
innovation happened evecy time
someone flicked on the lights and
cranked up the camera. Jt's just that
mmﬁalhinyout,;upeoph
who really did the innovating may not
have gotten the credit they deserve,
Thaz sort of reusoning, solid as it
13 on the surface, i really the only
problem the play has. In (cliing the
sgg‘,memhmse%mmum?hm
aring some sort of enegyy where
none really existed. Thase who were
left behind by the onslaught of flm
history seem to be more the victima
ofchancemda‘twmt;:;etm
anything more insidiows. really,
even without some sort of insrity-
tonal nan, the story would be
3 chechyve. and much less di-

m«:wmeaummﬂse

DAN ROSENSTRAUCH/ Mg
ANNE GEE BYRD and Ellen Greens both portray Anne First, movie pioneer, in “The First Picture Show.”

need to occasionaily have one chag:  help the show). an area of fllm history that is not very
acter or another hop up inta the pul- In the maln, though, “The First well-k . bur also expands the

i iver 3 P a__Pi R et Mot dhadaten’ -adve s
only offers entertaining insight on It should have a healthy life well

pitlo delrver 8 lttie PC sromon —

mallet approach that d e 1)
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