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ACT bites off more
than it can eschew

BY MARKDE LA VINA

Mereury News Theater Writer
SANFRANCISCO

ILM PRESERVA.

TIONISTS have long wamed

of & need to rexore old reels.
Lesgs than half of the 21,000 movies
made before 1050 suill exist, they say.
The acld content in nitrsze film stock
sventually burns away the fiuagea.

WEN SRIEDMAN
Evan Pappas and Ellen Greene
hook up in a scena from ACT's
“The First Picture Show,”
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Up 8gain” not as the trivmphant excls.
mation of i

Lenney (a swgical nurse on TV's
“ER’JPlavsJanewizhandmost&igid
detachment that raises questiong as to
why she's it her greas-
AN past ar all. Jane lacks the qe-
mmmmmnl:
Was supposedly the driving force
hind First. Buz thets nog

Lenngy's
£ault; she's playing the role 28 the Gor
dons wrote it. :
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Like old movies, the imn-
ages of history have a way
of fading, 100 — Including

makers helpad
and define the mednmn duzing the -
lentera

A sort of feminist look at mowvie his-
tory is the basis for the American Con-
servazory Theatér musical “The Fise
Picture Show.” 1 premiere by David
Gordon and Aln Gordon (“Shicmisl
the First™). Like such recent ACT pro-
ductions as “High Society” and “Golg-
en Child" dis producton is being
test-driven for 3 New York run,
Lacks fire

Bur wfﬁlgngenﬁnkﬁs angd movie
buffs might find the siory fascinatng
that doesn’t nea:n‘yw mean ft
works for the musical thearer.

“The First Pictur: Show” has sgme
Iyrical moments an| & buoyant acore
by Jeanine Tesort (a3 Tony nominee
for “Twelfth Night™). But the wow
fily 1o generate ruch heat,

Peter Malaitzke performs Tesori's
MmUsic on an upright piane, like sq ac-
companist at a sllent-fim sereening, &
nice wuch for a cinema-centered
piece, And his playing works wonder-

aw.'meuaﬂblamg' Hollywood dj
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mi attempts to: recognize
a P Snowled:

Jurnping between 1994 and dhe ear-
umdﬂhmmm.depwm
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Spiring tale of a fAercely determined
Him pioneer. Aithough the maln char-
acters are fictional, the authors place
Anne in the comparny of historic fig-
ures such a4 Carl Laernmie (John Api-
cella), the o St manager
mmﬂm mvemlm&&dios
mogul, and Alice Guy ‘alda
Seuexﬂeid),meﬁmdirecwrotanszs
rattve film,

A foisty character

Set on a sound-atage replica de
dgned by Robert Brill, “The First Plc.

blater, squawldng woman in a wheel-
chair Whojustwmm&e_mw.
thing but slent. In the “Here [ Am




